
 

 
 
November 27, 2012 
 
TO:  Dr. Sarah T. Campbell, Superintendent  

FROM:  Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Director of Instruction 

SUBJECT: 2013-2014 Curriculum Revision Recommendations for Alleghany High School 
 
Mr. Fred Vaughan, Principal of Alleghany High School, has made the following curriculum revision 
recommendations for the 2013-2014 school year.  The only new course request is Advanced French 
which will be a combination of French III and French IV for advanced students.  The other two 
requests involve rewording course descriptions.  The Physics course has been offered as an online 
course previously but is now being taught by a highly qualified AHS staff member. 
 
Photojournalism & Digital Media 
Students will share in the production of the yearbook, the TV announcements, the production & 
maintenance of the school website, and other school mass media & multi-media needs.   
Students will gain skills in journalistic writing, photography, and print & web design.  Students will 
learn to use Microsoft Office applications, Adobe Photoshop, online yearbook production 
software, and other software applications in the production of the school’s media need.    Strong 
writing and basic computer skills are recommended. Prerequisite: application and 
recommendations from two teachers; one of these must come from current English teacher. 
Multiple credits may be earned in this class (10-12).  [On occasion, 9th graders may be 
considered for this class.] 
 
Advanced French  
This course is designed to develop students; French skills above and beyond the high school 
level. To assist with this, the course is designed to help students develop listening and speaking, 
reading and writing skills that are necessary to excel in a college course or abroad. Activities will 
be planned that allow students to practice these cognitive skills. In addition to formal practicing, 
there will be several informal activities that allow students to demonstrate their acquired 
language skills. Because this course will focus heavily on the student’s ability to comprehend 
and speak French, students will be expected to function on a Intermediate-Mid level, according 
to ACTFL guidelines. 
 

Physics 
Physics is the branch of science, which examines the interrelationships between matter and 
energy. The course covers the major areas of mechanics, heat, optics, electricity, magnetism, 
and atomic physics.  The course is very rigorous and regular student attendance is 
recommended for success.  Prerequisite: Chemistry and Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry.  
Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry may be taken concurrently, and/or student must have 
recommendation from previous math department teacher.  (11-12th) 
 

The only costs associated with these recommendations are textbooks for the French course. 
 
I recommend these curriculum changes for the 2013-2014 school year at Alleghany High School. 


